


A block of rooms has been reserved for  
CAMPUT attendees at the:

HYATT REGENCY CALGARY 
700 Centre St SE, Calgary, Alberta T2G 5P6 Canada 
www.calgary.hyatt.com

Early booking is recommended. 
Cut-off date for reservations is: 
Friday April 10, 2015 OR when sold out.

For additional assistance via phone,  
contact the Hyatt at: 1-888-421-1442
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Monday, May 11, 2015
Calgary Zoo and Telus Spark Science Centre  
(Lunch included) 9:00 am - 4:00 pm - Meet at Walker Room

For more than 75 years, the Calgary Zoo, Botanical 
Garden and Prehistoric Park has offered visitors from 
around the world the opportunity to experience 
and interact with wildlife - right in the heart of the 
city only 10 minutes from downtown. Like most 
accredited zoos and aquariums across the world, it  
is a force for animal care research and conservation.

Your day will include a guided motorcoach transfer 
to the zoo with time to wander through the 6 distinct 
destinations with 6 animal classes. At designated 
times; you will have the opportunity to enjoy a 
“Behind the Scenes” close encounter experience. 
(Animal TBA - based on availability). You’ll learn about 
one of the more popular animals in an interactive 
interpretive talk, then journey behind the scenes 
and meet them. If you’re lucky, you may get the 
opportunity to feed them. Following a group lunch, 
you will be transferred to the new Telus Spark Science 
Centre. This is a place for people of all ages and 
abilities to let go and embrace the desire to explore 
and discover science, technology, engineering,  
art and more.

Tuesday, May 12, 2015
Drumheller and the Royal Tyrell Museum  
(Lunch included)  9:00 am - 4:00 pm - Meet at Walker Room

This excursion takes you northeast of Calgary into 
a unique landscape known as the “Badlands”. View 
the spectacular geological formations representing 
70 million years of history carved in the land. If 
Canada has a dinosaur capital, Drumheller is it.  
The city lies in the heart of the parched, eroded 
Alberta Badlands that may be the world’s greatest 
repository of dinosaur fossils.

Your tour of the area includes a visit to the Royal 
Tyrell Museum of Paleontology with its 800-fossil 
collection including the world’s largest displays 
of complete dinosaur skeletons, including 
Tyrannosaurus Rex and Stegosaurus.  A tour of 
Alberta’s badlands is an excellent opportunity 
to learn about our prehistoric past and present 
day environments. Your tour includes a guided 
motorcoach excursion along Dinosaur Trail for 
views of hoodoos, which are huge sandstone 
pillars, formed over millions of years.  Lunch,  
at your leisure at the Museum, is also included. 
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http://www.calgary.hyatt.com
http://www.webreg.org/register.cgi?event=159
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/abutilitiescommission2015
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Sunday, May 10, 2015

1:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Grand Foyer 2/3

Registration

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Imperial 1/2/3

Opening Reception

Monday, May 11, 2015

7:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Grand Foyer 2/3

Registration

7:30 am – 8:30 am 
Imperial 5/7/9 & Corridor

Breakfast

8:30 am – 9:00 am 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Opening Comments

Willie Grieve, QC, Chair, Alberta Utilities Commission and Chair, CAMPUT

Minister of Energy, Alberta

9:00 am – 10:00 am 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Session 1

Topic: Keynote Speaker: Honouring the Past  
– Shaping the Future 

This conference finds us looking back on a century of successful 
regulation of natural monopoly utilities and looking ahead to quite 
a different environment in terms of markets, economics, technology 
and how we think about public policy and regulation of the utility 
and energy sectors. This session will review the historical evolution 
of regulation, identify some of the current and future challenges 
regulators may face and raise questions about whether the current 
regulatory model can continue to deliver efficient outcomes.

Mark Jamison, Director, Public Utility Research Center

10:00 am – 10:30 pm 
Grand Foyer 2/3

Break
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10:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Session 2

Topic: A View to The Future – The Challenges That Lie Ahead

What will energy and utility industries look like over the next century? 
Energy production and delivery constitute huge industries in every 
developed country. These industries touch the lives of us all, both 
directly through heating and lighting and, indirectly, through, for 
example, powering the information economy. For many jurisdictions 
the push will continue for greater competition and efficiency 
through market restructuring efforts. Part of the future story will 
be told through the lens of technological change. The information 
revolution will affect energy markets in ways we are only beginning to 
understand. This session will attempt to illuminate this unfolding story 
and speculate on what might develop over the next century, or at 
least the next 10 to 20 years, and what it may mean for regulators  
and the regulated industry.

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 
Imperial 5/7/9 & Corridor

Lunch

1:00 – 2:30 pm 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Session 3

Topic: Social Licence to Regulate

Historically, major infrastructure projects were lauded as 
demonstrations of social progress. These projects provided electricity 
and gas to power our homes, businesses and factories. Regulators 
were seen as playing a pivotal role in ensuring that these projects 
were efficient, safe and that their costs were allocated fairly to their 
customers. Today, the social license to regulate or authority and 
credibility of regulators to make decisions on everything  from 
major infrastructure developments to the licencing of oil and gas 
developments is being challenged by a variety of interests through 
public protest, social media or direct intervention.

2:30 pm – 3:00 pm 
Grand Foyer 2/3

Break
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3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Session 4

Topic: What is the Future of Regulation?

Will there be a role for regulation, as we know it, in the future?  
Will competition and competitive markets emerge to replace current 
regulatory processes? Or, will current regulatory institutions be replaced 
by ministerial oversight through government departments or legislative 
committees? How do regulators respond to these challenges?  
What new socio-political institutions can be accommodated in  
a parliamentary democracy?

Free Evening

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

7:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Grand Foyer 2/3

Registration

7:45 am – 8:20 am 
Imperial 5/7/9 & Corridor

Breakfast

8:20 am – 8:30 am 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Monday’s Day In Review

8:30 am – 10:00 am 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Session 5

Topic: First Nations Issues

Over the past decade, First Nations rights and titles to land have  
been the subject of jurisprudence and shifting policy and regulatory 
change. The obligation to consult, and the need to accommodate 
First Nations interests, has come into a sharper focus. As a result, the 
“mitigation through jobs” approach has given way to more complex 
partnerships that allow both private developers and First Nations to 
share in the risks, costs and economic benefits of projects. This panel 
will discuss the challenges of addressing First Nations interests, the 
barriers, issues and benefits of economic partnerships and the role 
that the regulator is expected to play in all of this.
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10:00 am – 10:30 am 
Grand Foyer 2/3

Break

10:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Session 6

Topic: Environmental Issues Impacting Energy Regulators

This session will address issues that arise for regulators evaluating 
projects while provincial and federal environmental policies continue 
to evolve. These policies include: federal policies regarding coal-
fired power plants, provincial emission credits and the Canadian 
Environment Assessment Act, 2012. The session will also consider 
evolving environmental policies in the United States, such as those 
found in the Electricity Reliability Council of Texas, the federally 
subsidized wind farms and finally, what happens to projects that are 
caught between the two jurisdictions, Canada and the United States? 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 
Imperial 5/7/9 & Corridor

Lunch

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Session 7

Topic: The Regulatory Process – Is it Broken?

A major development in regulatory practice in the last 40 years 
has been the universal application of court-like approaches to 
administrative decision making. However, administrative tribunals are 
not courts and were created specifically to avoid the formalities and 
limitations of the formal judicial system. Today’s regulatory process 
is often criticized as being inefficient and costly. On the other hand, 
this approach represents a genuine attempt to redress the balance 
of power between organized interests and ordinary citizens; it gives 
the public a voice. As public participation has increased, so has the 
complexity and the adversarial nature of the process. Does the  
system require reform? What reforms are possible that will retain  
the opportunity for a public voice in these important decisions?

2:30 pm – 2:45 pm 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Information on CAMPUT 2016, Montréal, QC 
- Régie de l’énergie du Québec

2:45 pm – 3:15 pm 
Grand Foyer 2/3

Break
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Concurrent Sessions 

3:15 pm – 4:45 pm 
(Please choose a session while 

filling your registration)

Session 8a: 
Imperial 5/7/9 & Corridor

Session 8b: 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Session 8a

Topic: The Regulation of Government-Owned Utilities:   
Why and How? 

Government-owned utilities are generally thought to act in the “public 
interest”, in contrast to the more profit-oriented privately-owned 
utilities. If this is the case, then why is regulation of government-owned 
utilities required at all? Should there be a different approach to the 
regulation of government-owned utilities? In practice, how different 
are they from privately-owned utilities? Should there be any concerns 
surrounding potential conflict of interest where the government 
typically appoints the regulators? Should government-owned utilities 
be permitted to participate in competitive markets, and if so on what 
terms? This session will explore these challenging issues.

OR 

Session 8b

Topic: Regulating Upstream Oil and Gas Companies:  
Energy Tribunals or Government Departments  
– Is There a Difference in Approach?

Administrative agencies perform many functions within Canada’s 
parliamentary democracy. Many of these functions could be, and 
are, performed within more conventional government structures. 
For example, across Canada, regulation of the oil and gas industry is 
performed both within government departments and by independent 
regulatory commissions or boards. The decision to take oil and gas 
regulation out of the more traditional branches of government 
may be driven by the complexity and diversity of roles assigned to 
administrative agencies and their ability to independently carry out 
a combination of roles that government departments cannot. This 
session will explore the reasons for creating independent agencies and 
the advantages and disadvantages of having agencies or government 
perform the regulatory role.

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Imperial Grand Foyer

Reception

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Imperial 4/6/8/5/7/9 & Corridor

Banquet



Wednesday, May 13, 2014

7:00 am – 11:00 am 
Grand Foyer 2/3

Registration

7:45 am – 8:20 am 
Imperial 5/7/9 & Corridor

Breakfast

8:20 am – 8:30 am 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Tuesday’s Day in Review

8:30 am – 10:00 am 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Session 9

Topic: Where Did My Monopoly Go?

The railways, airline industry, the telecom industry, all once thought 
to be monopoly services and all regulated because of their monopoly 
status, now compete in their respective markets. Are electricity and 
gas utilities next? Should they be? Where do competitive offerings fit 
within this scheme? 

10:00 am – 10:30 am 
Grand Foyer 2/3

Break

10:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Session 10

Topic: Emerging Technologies, Stranded Assets:  
Who Bears the Risk?

Energy utilities are capital intensive businesses. The “regulatory 
compact” ensures that a utility is permitted the ability to earn a 
reasonable rate of return on its investment in return for providing 
reliable service to all consumers in its service territory. But what 
happens when significant capital assets become underutilized or 
stranded?  Emerging technologies and shifting supply patterns may 
make existing assets unnecessary.  Who will pay for these redundant 
assets: the utility, or the consumer? How can these risks best be 
allocated?

12:00 pm – 12:15 pm 
Imperial 1/2/3/4/6/8 Room

Concluding Remarks
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